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soldiers entreated of him to wait for the harvest^ as it was
nearly ripe; he answered that he would sooner lose the
grain than his life, and he would not remain in such a
wretched country. Some say he spoke thus in order to
diminish Olando's honour; but if those who accused him of
this had seen that province, as Niquesa and many others
and I had done, they would not have suspected that he did
this out of jealousy. But not to detain the reader about this
horrid and desolate country, and not to go farther out of my
way, I will take him to a more convenient resting place.
For my intention is to reduce my short history into as com-
pact a form as possible, to the best of my poor ability, so that
the more notable things that occurred in that country, either
seen by me or which have come to iny knowledge, may be
duly arranged, and to relate my peregrinations in those same
provinces during fourteen years. First in the Pearl Islands,
in the Gulf of Paria, both on the eastern and the western
shores, Margarita island, St. John of Porto-Rico, the Es-
paftola, and Cuba. Then returning to the main land, in
the governorship of Carthagena, and along the shores of the
Gulf of Vrana in Achla. From that place I crossed the
Southern sea to Panamd, which is called by the Spaniards
the Golden Castile, to Nombre de Dios in Veragua, New
Carthage) Costa Rica, at the head of Fondura in the Valley
of Olanchio, in the province of Guatimala, and Nicaragua.
Then I returned to Panama again, and finally to the king-
dom of Peru; besides visiting several islands, which will be
mentioned in their proper places.1
Niquesa then, having determined to leave Veragua,
embarked as many men as the caravel and the two brigs
were able to carry, leaving the rest to take their chance;
1 This statement is valuable, as showing at once what our Italian
adventurer actually saw, and what he only heard of; and though he
joined the marauding expeditions of the Spaniards, he was fully alive to
their barbarous atrocity. (Trans.)